2007 NCFCA Homeschool Graduation

Hello! We’re very excited that you are interested in graduating with us. The graduation will take place Saturday, June 16th following Nationals somewhere in Belton, Texas.  There are many plans yet to be made, but we’d like to fill you in on where we are right now. This letter will inform you and help you get ready.
Date and Time

The graduation is going to be Saturday, June 16, 2007, at 10:30 am.  Please remember that you will need to arrive early to assist in set up and so that the graduates have an opportunity to do a practice “dry run.”   

Tentative Schedule

Pre-graduation – Music and scrolling slideshow. 

Opening Prayer –  TBA

Graduates’ Entrance – Music

Talent Section

Student Speaker – TBA

Keynote Speaker – TBA

Parent and Student’s Tributes and Graduation

Group Blessing

Flipping the Tassle

Closing Prayer – TBA

Graduation Registration Deadlines

Please register as soon as you are able. Registration must be received by May 9th, 2007.  To register, please email the registration form to clarkanddiane@wavecable.com 

Photos for the slide show must be received by May 23rd, 2007. 

Costs

We are still in the planning stages we do not know the total cost per graduate yet. The costs include the facilities, cap and gown, diploma, reception refreshments and paper goods, and decorations.  The gown and cap with tassel will be purchased; currently I am seeking bids for the lowest price for these items – but should not exceed $26.00. The graduation costs will also include a diploma in a navy case. 

As soon as we finalize costs, we will email you that information.

Gowns, caps, and diplomas
We will be ordering these as a matched set as a group; please do not order your own. Please indicate your size on the registration form. 

It is a “souvenir” cap and gown that you get to keep and you do not need to return.

Caps are a one-size-fits-all design. An adjustable cap will be included with your gown package.

Gowns are designed to cover a broad range of body frames. We need you to provide measurements on your registration form. Be sure to measure the height while wearing the shoes you will be wearing at graduation. If you will be wearing high heels, then provide a measurement with high heels.
Speakers

TBA

Talent Section

There will be a short talent section by two to four graduates during the graduation. If you are interested in participating, indicate it on your registration form. Talent presentations should not be longer than three minutes. 

Volunteers

Every graduate will be required to supply at least one volunteer, 12 years or older, to assist with set up, take down, serving at the reception and passing out programs. Preferably, it should not be a parent of the graduate or the graduate. Write the volunteer’s name on the registration form. We will assign specific jobs at the graduation. ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST STAY UNTIL CLEANUP IS COMPLETED.  In addition, we need volunteers willing to do the following:

· Organize the reception (Order food and drinks, paper supplies, etc)

· Put together the slideshow (Collect photos from graduates and form into a cohesive slideshow that can be scrolling during the pre-graduation, and that can be broken down into individual graduates to scroll during the student and parent tributes and the graduation.)

· Make the program (Collect biographies and photos, write up finalized schedule and print)

· Video taper (Videotape the graduation, make DVDs and mail them to graduates.)

Guest List

Every family has the opportunity to invite their own guests. In addition, we have the option of announcing the graduation at Nationals and inviting NCFCA at large to the graduation. Please indicate which you prefer on your registration form or by emailing clarkanddiane@wavecable.com 

Tributes

Each graduate and their parents get two minutes each (for a total of four minutes) during the graduation to give a tribute. We would like each parent to write a brief tribute to their graduate that will be read as the graduate walks up to receive their diploma. It can be a prayer, a story about the student, a description of their future plans, or whatever you wish. In addition, we would like each graduate to submit a brief tribute to their parents.  During the graduation, the parents will give the tribute, then the graduate, and then the graduate will walk to stage, receive their diploma and return to their seat. 
Photos

During the pre-graduation and as each graduate walks to the stage, a multi-media presentation will be playing. We need 10 photos of each graduate taken from your family photo albums. It should include one recent student picture and one recent family photo. These photos will be compiled into a multi-media presentation that will displayed on large screens as the graduate receives his or her diploma. All photos and tributes need to be submitted by May 1, 2007. Only digitized photos will be accepted. If you do not have digital photos, then take the photos you want to use to your local camera store and have them digitized and put onto a CD, or if you have a scanner then you can digitize them yourself. (High resolution photos look better than low-resolution photos.) Once we have a volunteer to put the slide show together, you will email or mail your pictures to them. 

Invitations
It is up to you to create and send your own graduation invitations. We will finalize the time and get you the address of the church in the next few weeks. You need to get your own graduation announcements. There are several styles available at http://www.hslda.org/bookstore/default.asp. Costco is also an excellent source for high quality announcements with a variety of styles like you would find for a public or private school. You can also make your own, or use another alternative.

Registration Form

	Graduate’s Full Name:

(As you want it to appear in the bulletin, in the diploma, and as announced from the stage)
	

	Birthdate
	

	Gender
	

	Graduate’s Email
	


	Mother’s Full Name
	

	Father’s Full Name
	

	Parent’s Email
	

	Address
	

	City, State   Zip
	

	Home Phone Number
	

	Cell Phone Number
	


Gown Size (Please give your height in the shoes you will be wearing for graduation):

Would you like to participate in the talent section?

If so, please list talent and time it takes to perform:

Do you prefer to invite only those on your guest list, or NCFCA at large?

Name of your volunteer:

Would you be willing to:

___________Plan the reception

___________Organize the slideshow

___________Take care of the program

___________Video the event

